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1. Purpose and status
This policy sets out the admission arrangements for Stoke Mandeville Combined School for the 2026–2027 school year.
Stoke Mandeville Combined School is a maintained community school. Buckinghamshire Council is the admission authority for community schools and determines the admission arrangements for the school. The school therefore applies the Buckinghamshire Council admission arrangements for community and voluntary controlled primary schools.
All applications for normal Reception admission and other applications covered by the Buckinghamshire coordinated admissions scheme will be processed in accordance with that scheme.
This policy should be read alongside Buckinghamshire Council’s Coordinated Admissions Scheme September 2026 and the Buckinghamshire Council Primary Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools Admissions Policy September 2026.
2. Published Admission Number
The Published Admission Number (PAN) for Reception at Stoke Mandeville Combined School for September 2026 is 30.
The PAN is the number of places available in the normal year of entry. Where applications exceed the PAN, the published oversubscription criteria will be applied.
3. Applications for Reception
Applications for a Reception place must be made through Buckinghamshire Council’s coordinated admissions process. Buckinghamshire residents should apply through Buckinghamshire Council. Families living outside Buckinghamshire should apply through their home local authority.
The coordinated scheme uses an equal preference system. Where a child could potentially be offered more than one preferred school, the local authority uses the ranking of preferences to determine the single offer in accordance with the coordinated scheme.
For September 2026, the Buckinghamshire Council primary application timetable and arrangements apply.
4. Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan
A child who has an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan that names Stoke Mandeville Combined School will be admitted to the school. Such children are admitted before the oversubscription criteria are applied.
The school will work with Buckinghamshire Council and the family to ensure that the provision specified in the EHC Plan can be appropriately arranged.
5. Oversubscription criteria – Reception
If there are more eligible applications than places available, after the admission of children with an EHC Plan naming the school, places will be allocated in the following order:
6. Tie-break
Where there are insufficient places for all applicants who qualify under a particular criterion, the next criterion will be used to determine priority.
If two or more applicants remain equally ranked after all relevant criteria have been applied and their measured distances are equal, Buckinghamshire Council will use its independently scrutinised random allocation procedure to determine which applicant(s) receive the available place(s).
7. Looked after and previously looked after children
For admissions purposes, a looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority or who is provided with accommodation by a local authority in accordance with the relevant legislation.
A previously looked after child includes a child who was previously looked after and immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption order, child arrangements order or special guardianship order. The Buckinghamshire Council definition and evidence requirements will apply.
8. Exceptional medical or social needs
Applications under the exceptional medical or social needs criterion must be supported by written evidence from an appropriate independent professional who knows the child and can explain why Stoke Mandeville Combined School is the only school that can meet the child’s particular needs, and the difficulties that would arise if the child attended another school.
Applications under this criterion are considered through the process established by Buckinghamshire Council.
9. Children of school staff
Priority may be given to children of staff where either:
· The member of staff has been employed at the school for two or more years at the time at which the application for admission to the school is made; and/or 
· The member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage.
10. Catchment area
The school’s published catchment area is determined by Buckinghamshire Council. The catchment area is not defined by the school.
Parents should use Buckinghamshire Council’s school admissions mapping service to establish whether their normal home address falls within the school’s catchment area.
11. Siblings
For Reception admission, the sibling criterion applies to siblings attending Stoke Mandeville Combined School or an applicable linked primary school in Years R–5 at the time allocations are made, where they are expected to remain on roll at the time of the proposed admission, or where a place has already been formally offered for the current academic year.
A sibling includes a brother or sister and, in accordance with Buckinghamshire Council’s arrangements, may include an adopted or fostered child or another child living at the same address for whom the parent has parental responsibility or delegated authority.
12. Normal home address and distance
The normal home address is the address at which the child normally lives with the parent or legal carer. Where a child lives at more than one address, Buckinghamshire Council will determine the appropriate address in accordance with its published admissions arrangements.
Distance is measured in a straight line from the address point of the child’s normal home address, using Ordnance Survey address data, to the nearest open school entrance gate available for pupils to use.
13. Twins and multiple births
Where only one place remains and the next child eligible for admission is one of twins, triplets or another multiple birth group, Buckinghamshire Council’s arrangements for multiple births will apply. This may result in the admission of the other child or children in the multiple birth group, in accordance with the statutory infant class size regulations.
14. Deferred and part-time Reception entry
Once a child is allocated a Reception place, the school will offer a full-time place from the beginning of the autumn term following the child’s fourth birthday.
Parents may choose to defer their child’s entry or take up the place on a part-time basis. Deferral or part-time attendance may continue only within the limits set out in Buckinghamshire Council’s admission arrangements and cannot extend beyond the end of the normal academic year of entry.
Parents should contact the school and/or Buckinghamshire Council Admissions Team if they wish to discuss deferred or part-time entry.
15. Summer-born children and delayed entry
Parents of summer-born children (born between 1 April and 31 August) may request delayed entry so that their child starts school in Reception one year later than the normal age group.
Parents are advised to apply for a school place for the September following the child’s fourth birthday and to discuss the request with Buckinghamshire Council Admissions Team. The request will be considered in accordance with the Council’s published arrangements.
Where agreement is given for a child to be admitted outside their normal age group, the child’s admission will subsequently be managed in the same way as other children in the relevant intake.
16. In-year admissions
Applications for admission outside the normal Reception admission round are dealt with as in-year admissions in accordance with Buckinghamshire Council’s arrangements.
Where a place is available, the child will be admitted in accordance with the relevant admission arrangements. Where the school is full in the relevant year group, the application will be ranked according to the applicable oversubscription criteria and the child may be placed on the waiting list.
For in-year admissions, after children with an EHC Plan naming the school have been admitted, the relevant priority criteria are:
17. Waiting lists
Where a year group is full, Buckinghamshire Council will maintain or arrange the relevant waiting list in accordance with its admissions arrangements. Waiting lists will be ranked according to the published oversubscription criteria and not by the date an application was added to the list.
A child’s position on a waiting list can change when new applications are received or circumstances change.
18. Appeals
Where a place is refused, parents have the right to appeal against the decision in accordance with the statutory school admission appeals arrangements.
Information about how to appeal, relevant deadlines and the appeal process will be provided by Buckinghamshire Council with the refusal decision.
19. Fair access and statutory duties
The school will comply with the statutory School Admissions Code, the School Admission Appeals Code, the Equality Act 2010 and other relevant legislation and guidance.
The school will participate in Buckinghamshire Council’s Fair Access Protocol where applicable.
20. Nursery / pre-school provision
Where early years or nursery provision is offered by the school, attendance in that provision does not guarantee a place in Reception. Admission to the main school is determined through the Buckinghamshire coordinated admissions process and the published Reception admission arrangements.
21. Complaints and queries
Questions about an application, the allocation process, waiting lists or an appeal should normally be directed to Buckinghamshire Council’s School Admissions Team.
The school will support families with general queries about the school and will provide information about the school’s admission arrangements.
22. Policy review
This policy will be reviewed annually following determination of the admission arrangements for the relevant admission year. Any changes to the arrangements for a future admission year will be made through the appropriate consultation and determination process.
This policy is intended to operate alongside, and not replace, Buckinghamshire Council’s published admission arrangements.
Appendix 1 – Reception oversubscription criteria
After children with an EHC Plan naming the school are admitted, the following criteria apply in order:
1. Looked after children and previously looked after children.
2. Children who have exceptional medical or social needs which can only be met at the school, supported by written evidence from an appropriate professional person.
3. Children of staff where either the member of staff has been employed at the school for two or more years at the time of application and/or the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage.
4. Children attending a primary school linked to the school named in Buckinghamshire Council’s list of linked primary schools at the time allocations are made. This criterion does not apply to children starting school in Reception where the Council's arrangements exclude it.
5. Children living within the catchment area of the school.
6. For the main point of entry, siblings of children attending the school or an applicable linked primary school in Years R–5 at the time allocations are made, who are expected to remain on roll at the time of proposed admission, or who have already been offered a place to start in the current academic year.
7. Any remaining places are offered in distance order, using the straight-line distance between the child’s normal home address and the school’s nearest open entrance gate, with the closest first.
Appendix 2 – In-year oversubscription criteria
For immediate in-year admission after the normal point of entry, after children with an EHC Plan naming the school have been admitted, the following criteria apply:
1. Looked after and previously looked after children.
2. Children who have exceptional medical or social needs which can only be met at the school, supported by written evidence from an appropriate professional person.
3. Children of staff meeting the published staff criterion.
4. Children attending an applicable linked primary school.
5. Children living within the catchment area of the school.
6. Siblings of children who are in Years R–6 at the time of admission.
7. Any remaining places are offered in distance order, using straight-line distance between the normal home address and the school’s nearest open entrance gate.
Appendix 3 – Buckinghamshire Council documents
· Buckinghamshire Council – Primary Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools Admissions Policy September 2026 
· Buckinghamshire Council – Coordinated Admissions Scheme September 2026 
· Buckinghamshire Council – Guide to starting school or moving up to junior school 
· Buckinghamshire Council – Random Allocation Procedure 
· Department for Education – School Admissions Code 
· Department for Education – School Admission Appeals Code
Appendix 4 – School information
	Item
	Information

	School
	Stoke Mandeville Combined School

	Address
	Lower Road, Stoke Mandeville, Aylesbury, HP22 5XA

	Reception PAN for September 2026
	30

	School type
	Maintained combined school

	Admission authority
	Buckinghamshire Council
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